The' -'pollcy reflects the tension

‘ runnmg‘through many Connecti-

cut commumtles as they wrestle
with, the issue 'of below-market-

modate”such - housing, residents

often, want assurances that locals :
‘will reap the benefits.

“Weé" get phone calls all the
time from people who say: ‘Hey,

'I hear you re building some hous- -
. inig. I ,could use some help — I
‘work ‘here, you know;” said

"Chrlstme Nelson the town plan-

‘ner in Old . Saybrook which has-

entered a partnership with.a non-

proElt group to bulld 16 umts of af-

rate ,housmg When officials be- -
gin talking about the need to loos-
en dens1ty restrictions or contrib--
ute town-owned land to accom- -
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have prlorlty

lectwoman, said the, policy .had

‘been reviewed by the town’s.
‘counsel and was not meant to be .

exclusionary. Rather, she said, it
acknowledges the growing need
within the town. “We have wait

lists for all of our affordable hous-

ing,” she said, “and we have a

~-good number of Darien residents

on those lists.”
But Diane Houk, the executive
dlrector of the Fair Housing Jus+

" tice Center in' New York, called

Darien’s populatlon preferences

' “hlghly 'suspect,” given that 95

percent of the town’s populatlon

- is white: SIFT were the town,” she

added “I would ‘want to have an

¢y preferences

In March; without admlttmg

Wrongdomg, the town:settled the. .
Jlawsuit,” agreemg “to"pay, motie--
.- tary damages and to move.appli- .
.- cants previously' passed over ‘to

the top of the list.

* The law does allow for residen-

housing, said Michael Santoro, a_

~The Justlce center did. the in-
,' vestlgatlon that:led to: a‘ ‘recent” -
~"discrimination lawsuit over resi<,
- dency preferences in Smlthtown,
rN.Y,, on Long Island:.The town
" was alleged to have’ mampulated
“its’ waiting list- for - Section: 8
- ,'vouchers, the federal assistance -
-pfogram for low-income renters,"
< :to routinely favor residents over
~-a larger- pool of mlnorlty apph-.
" cants from elsewhere.

in- affordable’

* agency

" of housing, : Neighbors

communlty development special-

Jist .in -the state Department of

Economic and Community Devel- /
opment. But if public subsidies

are ‘involved, communities must

" give equal preference to qualified
applicants from groups that con-

stitute minorities for that area —

_those. people considered “least
Jikely to apply,” he said. “It’s not
“in wolatlon to pass a residency
.preference but implementing it

has the potential to be.” -

 Old-. Saybrook did not wrlte a
.residency preferénce into its new -
- affordable-housing'

“wisely, I think,” said Maryann
Amore the executlve director of -

ordmance, i

. able. housing. Wllton specnﬁes a
. formula for. the affordable units. .

that it requires in. all Amultlfamlly
developments -one olit- of every
three must be offered to eligible
wil employees first, and school |
employees-second. ° :
.. The city of Stamford left resi-

! dency preferences out of, its.six-
-year-old inclusionary. ordinance.
| “We. sort of like. diversity,” said
* Robin Stein, the: ‘city’s director of
plannmg and - zoning..:

“Maybe |
" Ddrien doesn’t: :
M. Steit ‘said that in Stamford ;|

experlence had shown that when

. offering. condorrumums to: lower-
income buyers; the challenge was,
fmdmg -applicants = who -could:
quahfy foramortgage S
~'To: some-- degree, . resrdency
preferences reflect fear of the un-
known, but those fears are often
m1sgu1ded and unwarranted, said
- Seila-Mosquera, ‘the executive di-
rector of - NeighborWorks New
Horlzons, a nonproflt housing
_serving. - south-central
Connect1cut ;
+.She recalled the. res1stance her
agency encountered in the coast-
al town' of Guilford around 2001
when it was developing 21 units
“were
-afraid ‘of what was_coming into
the . -neighborhodd, » she said.
- More specifically, she explained,
. they feared an influx of low-in-
come . minority-group members

/ from New Haven.

As it turned out, 90 percent of
the famrhes and 1nd1v1duals who
live in the housing now are from
Guilford, -although - not. because
Ne1ghborWorks didn’t’ reach out
to New Haven. “The reality is
“that - people from" New; Haven’
don’t want.to live in Gullford Y
Ms. Mosquera said.. : :

One. New: Haven famrly did |
move-in initially, she said. But
. they felt so. isolated by the ab- |
_sence of “public:. transportation
.that " they returned to the c1ty ‘
within the ﬁrst yeqr. . '




